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A Correction and an Apology 


The January 14th issue of this Journal carried 
two papers having to do with evangelism in our 
church and a foreword by the Editor. 


In this foreword there were certain statements 
which were either on misinformation or which 
were capable of interpretations not intended by 
the writer. 


Corrections are as follows: 


1. The Council on Evangelism has not been 
dissolved; it was only notified that the February 
meeting was being canceled. 


2. The reference to the pre-Assembly Con- 
ference on Evangelism was intended to be con- 
fined to the particular paragraph in which ref- 
erence was made to that Conference. The fol- 
lowing paragraph was a generalization having 
to do with the concept of evangelism only too 
often found in some of Protestantism today. 


3. The Division of Evangelism has given full 
heed to the need for prayer and Bible study 
and this concern is evidenced by packets of ma- 
terial just sent to all ministers of our church. 


Our apology centers in our deep regret that 
we have in any way shared in making evangelism 
in our church a matter of unfortunate con- 
troversy. To the extent that we may have done 
this, we are truly sorry. ? 


Our one concern is that the program for 
evangelism in our church shall be: a. So simple 
that it shall be workable; b. That it shall center 
in the preaching of the Gospel; c. That it shall 
go forward, trusting in the power of prayer, of 
the Word of God, and in the work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

—The Editors 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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This Same Jesus 
By J. B. Phillips 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Philltps’ article on 
the Second Coming of Christ ts printed with 
his personal permission and that of the LIFE 
of FAITH in which it first appeared. 


By far the most important and _ significant 
event in the whole course of human history 
will be celebrated, with or without understand- 
ing, in a few weeks’ time. The towering miracle 
of God’s visit to this planet on which we live 
will be glossed over, brushed aside or rendered 
impotent by over-familiarity. Even by the Chris- 
tian the full weight of the event is not always 
appreciated — he believes with all his heart 
that Man, who lived and died and rose again ~ 
in Palestine, was truly the Son of God. He 
may have, in addition, some working experience 
that the Man Jesus is still alive, and yet be 
largely unaware of the intense meaning of what 
he believes: Does he, for instance, as he daily 
treads the surface of this planet, reflect with 
confidence that “my God has been here, here 
on earth’? Does he keep his faith wrapped in a 
napkin as a thing precious and apart; or does 
he allow every discovery of the truth to enlarge 
his conception of the God behind this immensely 
complex universe? And does he then marvel 
and adore the infinite wisdom and power which 
could descend to human stature? We rejoice 
in the fact that God has actually been here, 
and that is one half of the meaning of Advent. 


But there is another half. The Eleven, who 
had had six weeks’ experience of the risen Christ, 
were told after He had finally left their sight, 
that “this same Jesus shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen Him go.” 


As a translator of the New Testament I find 
in it no support whatever for the belief that 
one day all evil will be eradicated from the 
earth, all problems solved, and health and 
wealth be every man’s portion! Even among 
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some Christians such a belief is quite commonly 
held, so that the “second advent” of Christ is 
no more and no less than the infinite number 
of “comings” of Christ into men’s minds. 
Of course, no one would deny that there are 
millions of such “comings” every year, but that 
is not what the Christian Church believes by the 
second advent of Christ; and it is most em- 
phatically not what any writer of the New Testa- 
ment ever meant in foretelling His second com- 
ing. 

The New Testament is indeed a book full of 
hope, but we may search it in vain for any 
vague humanist optimism. The second coming 
of Christ, the second irruption of eternity into 
time, will be immediate, violent, and conclusive. 
The human experiment is to end, illusion will 
give way to reality, the temporary disappear be- 
fore the permanent, and the King will be seen 
for who He is. The thief in the night, the 
lightning flash, the sound of the last trumpet, 
the voice of God’s archangel — these may all 
be picture-language, but they are pictures of 
something sudden, catastrophic, and decisive. 


By no stretch of the imagination do they describe 


a gradual process. 3 


I believe that the atheistic-scientific-humanist. 
point of view, which affects so much thinking 
to-day, is, despite its apparent humanitarianism, 
both misleading and cruel. In appearance it 
may resemble Christianity in that it would en- 
courage tolerance, love, understanding, and the 
amelioration of human conditions. But at heart 
it is cruel, because it teaches that this life is 
the only life, that men have no place prepared 
for them in eternity, and that the only realities 
are those which they can appreciate in their 
present temporary habitation. Hence the cur- 
rent hysterical pre-occupation with physical se- 
curity, particularly in relation to the hydrogen- 
bomb, which infects the lives of many professing 
Christians. When, we may well ask, have Chris- 
tians been promised physical security? In the 
early Church it is evident that they did not even 
expect it! Their security, their true life, was 
rooted in God; and neither the daily insecurities 


of the decaying Roman Empire, nor the orga- 


nized persecution which followed later, could 


_ affect their basic confidence. 


In my judgment, the description which Christ 
gave of the days that were to come before His 
return is more accurately reproduced in this 
fear-ridden age than ever before in the course 
of human history. Of course we do not know 


the times and the seasons, but at least we can 
refuse to be deceived by the current obsession 
for physical security in the here-and-now. While 
we continue to pray and work for the spread 
of the Kingdom in this transitory world, we 
know that its centre of gravity is not here at 
all. When God decides that the human ex- 
periment has gone on long enough, yes, even 
in the midst of what appears to us confusion 


and incompleteness, Christ will come again. This 


is what the New Testament teaches. It is for 
us to be alert, vigilant and industrious, so that 
His coming will not be a terror but an over- 
whelming joy. 


Wise Words for Us Preachers 


There is an old Latin motto, verbum sapiett 
sat, a word to the wise is sufficient. Out of a 
long and useful ministry Dr. R. B. Kuiper has 
many wise words, especially for us preachers in 
bis THE GLORIOUS BODY OF CHRIST.* 
May we be given the wisdom to appropriate 
them: 


Christ is the lawgiver of His church, but its 
officers instead of making laws for the church, 
must be content with declaring to it the law 
of Christ. in order that all things may be done 
decently and in order, the officers of the church 
may indeed make certain regulations (the Book 
of Church Order), but such regulations are 
never comparable to the law of Christ. Christ’s 
law is vealliet and nothing may at any time be 
added to it p. 123. 


Although the special officers of the church 
govern with the consent of the membership and 
are chosen by the membership from its own 
number, yet their ultimate ao ae is not 
to the congregation but to Christ, the Divine 
Head of the Church. p. 135. Precisely the preach- 
ing of the Word is the minister’s business p. 140. 
The minister must always remember that the 
dignity of his office adheres not in his person 
but in his office itself. He is not at all tmpor- 
tant, but his office ts extremely important. 
Therefore he should take his work most serious- 
ly without taking himself seriously .. . It should 
be his constant aim that Christ, whom he repre- 
sents, may increase, while he himself decreases. 


p. 142. 
—W. C. R. 


* Published by Eerdmans can be secured from 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal for $4.95. 
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Expecting Too Much 


How often we who should be mature Chris- 
tians expect too much from an infant in the 
faith! There may be times when we seem to 
revel in seeing a babe in Christ trip and fall. 
How utterly unChristian on our part! 


It is impossible for a new-born babe to act 
as a grown person would act. Nor is it possible 
for a young Christian to show the signs of spiri- 
tual maturity expected of one who has known 
the Lord for many years. 


People never become Christians through any 
process other than the new birth. This may 
be an instantaneous experience like that of the 
apostle Paul; or, it may be so quiet that we 
can never point back to a certain day and say 
it was the time of transition. 


The point we would make is that in every 
church there are those who are in the process 
of growing into Christian maturity. We owe 


it to them and to our Lord to set them an ex- 


ample of Christian living; an attitude of loving 
concern; and a willingness to reach down and 
help them up again should they fall. To gloat 
over their mistakes;.to gossip about their short- 
comings; to criticize wien we should love—how 
we all need to examine our own hearts and 
ask for the grace and love we should have in 
dealing with others! 

—L.N. B. 


God Justifies Us When We 
Justify God in His 
Condemnation of Us as Sinners 


That is the way the matter framed itself for 
Luther when he read the thirty-second Psalm 
in the light of the first four chapters of Ro- 
mans. And this study was used by God the Holy 
Spirit to bring Luther into the evangelical faith. 
This is the heart of the Protestant Reformation. 
If we are evangelicals, it is the heart of our 
faith. 


Luther camé to see that whenever a man jus- 
tifies himself ‘he is putting his judgment on 
himself above God’s judgment on himself. God 
says that all have sinned. The wrath of God is 
being continually revealed from heaven against 
all unrighteousness and ungodliness of men. Let 
God be justified or vindicated and every man 
who justifies himself be shown to be a liar. When 


I kept silence, in refusing to confess my sin to 


God, my bones waxed old. Day and night Thy 
hand was heavy upon me. I had put my own 
judgment above God’s and agony of soul sank 
me into the depths of despondency — anguish— 
“anfechtungen”. 
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But when I confessed my sin unto Thee — 
when I accepted Thy judgment — when I con. 
demned myself as a wicked, hell-deserving sinner 
—when I acknowledged myself as the chief of 
sinners — then I thanked God that Christ came 
into the world to save sinners — that when we 
were without strength then Christ died for us 
ungodly people — that to him that worketh not 
but believeth on HIM that justifieth the wun- 
godly — this faith in Christ is accepted for 
righteousness. Luther found that not he who 
considers himself humble is justified, but he 
who in his own eyes is worthy of damnation 
and rejection, he is justified. Accordingly, the 
righteousness of God for me, the sinner, is just 
faith in Christ. It is laying aside all confidence 
in myself and holding Him up in my stead, of.- 
fering Him with both hands to God as the 
LORD my righteousness. And my faith, like 
that of Abraham’s is the algebraic formula for 
giving God all the glory of saving the sinner. 


If space permitted, it could be shown from 
his introduction to the Psalms and from his 
Reply to Sadoleto that this is likewise John 
Calvin’s experience of conversion and of God’s 
mercy to him in Christ. Those who loudly talk 
of Calvin’s alleged teaching of an infinite value 
to the human soul in itself, need to read his 
commentary on Ephesians I. Calvin repeatedly 
says that no man is loved by God but in Jesus 
Christ. 


Build up yourself in your fancied self-con- 


fidence with your psychiatrist and your phil- | 


osopher of religion if you will — but in the 
name of historical accuracy do not cite. Luther 
or Calvin or Paul or David for your views. But 
if you would stand with the Reformers, the 
Psalmist and the Apostle then build your for- 
giveness, your sonship your peace not on your- 
self but on the mercy of God in Christ. 


‘Here is a radio talk in which man is bidden 
to put such confidence in himself that one 
wonders if the preacher has a new version of 
Luke 18 in which the Pharisee goes home justi- 
fied rather than the publican. Yes, according to 
our Lord Jesus also, the Gospel is this: God be 
merciful to me, the sinner! And this man — the 
PUBLICAN—the PRODIGAL—the woman of 
the city — went home justified rather than the 
other — the PHARISEE — the elder brother— 
Simon, the Pharisee host. And the first blessing 
in the Kingdom of heaven is to those who recog- 
nize that they are in themselves destitute in 
spirit, Mt. 5.3. —W. C. R. 


“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyteriar. 
Journal Company (incorporated under the law: 
of the State of North Carolina) $ | 
for the use and benefit of said company.” | 
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Over 7,000 Protestant Clergymen Oppose Red China Recognition 


Protestant Leaders Conduct Nationwide poll on Red China 


Five leaders of the American Protestant com- 
munity announced today that 7,437 clergymen 
across the country, representing every Protestant 
denomination, had registered their signed op- 
position to either United States recognition of 
Communist China or its admission to the U. N. 
Rep. Walter H. Judd (R., Minn.) was joined 
by Bishop Fred Corson, Rev. Norman Vincent 
Peale, Rev. Daniel A. Poling and Bishop Herbert 
Welch in circulating a questionnaire to a cross- 
section of Protestant ministers requesting that 
they express their individual point of view on 
the question of United States relations with 
Communist China. The poll was conducted 
through the Committee Of One Million, a. na- 
tion-wide organization dedicated toward mobi- 
lizing American public opinion against the ad- 
mission of Communist China to the U. N. or 
recognition of the Peiping regime by the United 
States. 


According to the five members of the Clergy- 
men’s Committee who originated the poll, it 
was designed to counteract a widely-reported 
Resolution adopted by a World Order Study 
Conference, sponsored by the National Council 
of Churches of Christ, in the U. S. A., in Novem- 
ber of last year which proposed that Red China 
be granted diplomatic recognition by the United 
States and admitted to the U. N. In its state- 
ment on this Resolution the Clergymen’s Com- 
mittee said: 


“The press in this country and, in particular, 
abroad reported this Resolution widely as an 
indication of the sentiments of the American 
Protestant community. Needless to say, these 
reports caused dismay among our allies in Asia 
who have valiantly withstood Communist pres- 
sures and aggression and who count on the peo- 
ple of our country to stand with them. Even 
more heartbreaking must be the effect on the 
millions of Chinese living under communist 
slavery, many of them our fellow Protestants, 
when they read the reports of this Resolution 
in their communist-controlled press.” 


The statement continued: “We firmly be- 
lieve that the action taken in Cleveland does 
not represent the thinking of the overwhelming 
majority of American Protestants, clergy and 
lay. We believe that it must be taken as merely 
the point of view of those delegates who voted 
for it. Further, we believe that this action is 
inconsistent not only with the standards of the 
United Nations but also with the clear principles 
of morality and Christian faith. 


“In passing this Resolution, not a word was 
mentioned about the relentless drive toward 
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atheism conducted by the communist masters 
of the Chinese Mainland; about the Peiping 
regime’s continued pograms which have slaugh- 
tered millions of the Chinese people; about Red 
China’s torture and imprisonment of Protestants 
and other religious martyr’s; about the con- 
tinued imprisonment of young American service- 
men; about its continued and open aggressive 
actions against its neighbors and our own coun- 
try; and its defiance of the U. N.” 


The Clergymen’s Committee statement con- 
cluded by saying: “We believe it is important 
to set the record straight and to show the world 
where the American Protestant community 
stands. It is in this belief that we have con- 
ducted this simple poll of a cross-section of 
American Protestant clergymen. We hope that 
the poll will emphasize our opposition to any 
action which would betray the people of China, 
our allies and the basic tenets of our Christian 
morality.” 


Marvin Liebman, Secretary of the. Committee 
Of One Million, said in commenting on the 
results of the poll: “The clergymen’s poll has 
justified our belief that the American Protestant 
community is firmly opposed to any steps which 
would build the power or prestige of Communist 
China to the detriment of our national security 
and of freedom throughout the world. The re- 
sults of this poll prove this fact beyond any 
shadow of a doubt. Only 963 clergymen ex- 
pressed approval of United States recognition 
of Communist China or its admission to the U. 
N. Replies were received from 172 clergymen 
who expressed either no opinion or a divided 
point of view. Thus, out of a total of 8,572 
replies received, 87% registered their firm o 
position to either recognition of Red China 
or its admission to the U. N.; 11% were in favor 
of such action; 2% had no opinion or did not 
commit themselves on both of the questions. 
We believe that this poll effectively places the 
overwhelming majority of the American Pro- 
testant community on record in spite of the 
sentiments of minority groups who seek to speak 
for them.” 


The Committee Of One Million, with head- 
quarters at 17 Park Avenue, New York City, is 
headed by Hon. Warren R. Austin, first U. S. 
Permanent Representative to the U. N. and has 
on its Steering Committee Senator Paul H. 
Douglas (D., Ill.) ; former Senator H. Alexander 
Smith; Congressmen Walter H. Judd (R., 
Minn.) and Francis E. Walter (D., Penna.) ; 
former Ambassador to Japan, Joseph C. Grew 
and former Governor of New Jersey Charles 
Edison. 
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return to you with usury. 


Charity 


Charity? Questions many a person to himself, 
“I can do no charity, I have no money”. But 
let us look at some of the other “charities”. 


1. Are you being charitable in your dealings 
with others? Lay the yardstick of the Golden 
Rule down beside your business methods and 
your social relations and the answer to this one 
will be evident. 


2. Are you being charitable in your thoughts 
of others? Do you think the best of others, or the 
worst? Do you attribute high motives to your 
associates or are you suspicious and cynical in 
your attitude toward them? 


3. Are you charitable in your speech? Un- 
charitable words cut to the quick, while chari- 
table words may heal many wounds. Remember, 
the spoken word may be repented but not re- 
called. 


4. Are you charitable in your judgment? We 


are prone to judge harshly when our brother > 


errs but we crave mercy and not justice when 
we ourselves are the culprit. Compassion is a 
wonderful word but a neglected virtue. 


5. Are you charitable with your time and ef- 
forts? To tithe your time and abilities to the 
Lord is also im»ortant to Him as is tithing your 
money, and yo:: ay accomplish more in His 
service through former than through the 
latter. 


6. Are you charitable with your sympathy and 
interest? Some people still have all the sympathy 
and “interest in others” that they were born 
with. They haven’t given any of it away. 


7. Are you charitable with your love? God in 
his infinite wisdom has made of our lives ever- 
refilling fountains so that the more love we give 
away, the more we get back for ourselves. 


Be charitable with what you have and it will 


—R. LeC. 


Blessed Are the Meek 


Meekness in a man is proof of his love of God. 
Jesus, Moses, Isaiah, David and Paul stressed 
meekness, one of the major characteristics of 
Christianity. Of all things Christ taught, few 
hold higher rank. 


Man serves God in love and in a spirit of 
meekness, the meek shall eat and be satisfied, 
the meek will He guide in judgment, the meek 
will He teach His way. He will reprove with 
equity for the meek, the meek also shall in- 
crease. David and Jesus (recorded by Matthew) 
said the meek will inherit the earth. 
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Our Lord said, “I am meek and lowly in 
heart” and any individual follower of the Mas. 
ter, if he is in proper relationship with our 


‘Lord, can say the same. The greatest Christians 


of all ages were meek and Moses received this 
recognition: “Now the man Moses was very 
meek.” How “very meek” are you? 


Perhaps you have moments when you are 
not meek, but you must return to meekness to 
be worthy of the Kingdom of God. Follow after 
love, patience, meekness, was Paul’s advice, be 
gentle, showing all meekness, in meekness in- 


. structing others, if some one fails, pray God 


“will restore such an one in the spirit of meek- 


ness. 


In persecution, suffering and death, our Lord 
was our example of meekness. In Psalms we 
have the assurance that “the Lord lifted up the 
meek,” and “The Lord arose to serve all the 
meek.” Meekness is the key to eternal life. 
Blessed are the meek. 

—Ralph Brewer 


Neglecting Revelation? 
Read It! 


By George S. Lauderdale 


Missionaries are in a fight to the finish with 
the devil, ruler of this world, and thus find great 
delight in the study of the last book of the Bible, 
Revelation. In it God’s victory over Satan is 
set forth more than once that we might be as- 
sured of final success. (Pharaoh dreamed not 
only of cattle but also of grain that God might 
make him sure of the fulfillment of Joseph’s 
interpretation.) 


Since God will conquer Satan, we have faith 
to overcome sin and live by Romans 6:1], 
“Reckon also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.’”” We can afford to be kind to our 
enemies; Christ will take vengance on all who 
oppose if we suffer for His sake. We are given 
patience by Revelation! 


Let Us Pray! 


Still another good thing God shows us to do 
in the Apocalypse of John—Did not God Him- 
self say in chapter 1 verse 3 that the person is 
blessed who reads, hears, and keeps the things 
written in this prophecy?—is to pray. From hea- 
ven God sends out His angels to punish sinners 
and to assist His servants. Remember as you 
read Revelation that God invites, even begs, 
you to ask Him for help that you might bring 
honor to Him. 


_ God sits at the master switchboard and noth- 
ing is out of His control; it is wonderful that 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


: 
A 
>> 
4 
We 
: 
6 
( 
“4g 
a 
t 
4 
q a 
4 O 
SE 
: 
L 
4 
d 
n 
] 
a 
Ol 
3 


He will hear sympathetically as we pray to Him 
in Jesus Name! The reason many pray so poorly 
and infrequently is their overstimulation of their 
own power, but Revelation correctly classifies 
men as dependents. There is no dodging this 
truth from the closing Book of the Bible: we 
need to pray to God! oy | 


If the introduction to Job states that events 
on earth have an unseen cause in another world, 
Revelation says the same even more insistently. 
Job did not know about God’s conversation 
with Satan which preceded his troubles but he 
did the right thing in calling on God! Our 
prayers are kept before Him in heaven as in- 
cense offered by Old Testament priests; through 
prayers we work out our own salvation in fear 
and trembling. 


Revelation will also force the serious Chris- 
tian to consult cross references which can trans- 
form his spiritual life. Many who complain of 
the difficulties in this prophecy are merely be- 
traying their ignorance of the other-sixty-five 
books of the Bible. : 


When Discouraged 


Moreover, Revelation will make believers ap- 
preciate the high place they hold in the mind 
of God. Jesus Christ, King of kings, worthy of 
all praise forever, vanquisher of death, did not 
write the potentates of the mighty Roman em- 
pire through His servant John following His 
ascension to heaven: He addressed the church, 
in particular, seven obscure assemblies of saints 
on the northern shores of the Mediterranean. 
(Jesus is wise, for the Christian church has out- 
lasted pagan Rome!) 


Christian pastors can see the importance of 


_ their calling by poring over the warnings, com- 


mands, promises, and visions in Revelation. In 
the right hand of the Lord Jesus; Whose eyes 
are as a flame of fire, Whose voice is as the sound 
of many waters, and Whose countenance re- 
sembles the shining sun, were seven stars. The 
stars represented nothing less than the mes- 
sengers, the pastors, teachers, evangelists, those 
who give God’s Word to His. people! Imagine 
being in the right hand of the Lord of creation! 
Let us preach His Word to all the world! 


Facts From The Fields 


Good News Publishers has sent out a call for 
100,000 prayer partners to pray ten minutes a 
day for world Christian literature. “Super- 
natural power is needed for the world literature 
ministry. Prayer is that power. The battle in 
all parts of the world is for the minds and souls 
of men. Thus the printing press makes litera- 
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ture the most important tool for Christians to- 
day. Christian, you are needed as a prayer part- 
ner.” This is their challenge. 


If the 100,000 prayer partners are enlisted, 
15,000 hours a day will be spent in prayer for 
this vital cause. 


© 


Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Decatur, Georgia 


Dear Friend in the Lord, 


_ I am so happy over your article in the Christmas 
issue of the Journal. I won’t go into detail sup- 
porting your position as you know them all better | 
than I do. Any book translating Isaiah 7:14 as in 
the RSV ceases to be a Bible, in my estimation. 


_ It is a great pity we do not have enough min- 
isters in our Southern Church who would stand 
up and be counted on such matters. They seem 
to be afraid to “buck” the “higher-ups” lest they 
be sidetracked from leadership and popularity. 
So I was delighted at your bringing this grievous 
error before the public. If this kind of action 
would be united and continuous even a small mi- 
nority in time would work wonders I believe. Sorry 
I can’t see more of you. The seminary is about 
to put on a big undertaking! 


God bless you throughout the coming year. Mrs. 
Turner says to tell you she was so delighted when 
you got back to this country. 


With high esteem, : 
Yours fraternally, 
L. N. Turner 


Understanding The Old Testament 


Bernard W. Anderson. 550 pp. Pren- 
tice-Hall, Inc., 2nd ptg. 1957. Price $5.25. 
Review Written by 
REV. ROBERT F. GRIBBLE, D.D. 
Austin Theological Seminary 
Austin, Texas 


This book (together with its complement of 
similar title, on the N. T., by Key, of Drew, and 
Young, of SW. Epis. Sem.) provides for those 
interested in a now widely held view of Scrip- 
ture, what we believe to be the latest and most 
remarkable book of its kind. The volume has 
attractive and bidding outline of contents, and 
provides a thorough presentation of Israel’s his- 
tory, with considerable expansion relative to 


_the three elements of literary criticism, historical 


study, and theology. There are fine and 
helpful maps and charts to make clear the 


_ data, all of which are calculated to be of aid 
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regarding the “context of culture, politics, and 
geography, in the milieu of Near East affairs”. 


In the preface the author advises that the 
book is not a technical introduction, but a 
practical search for what the Bible has to say. 
The purpose is to “bring the reader up to the 
advancing frontier of Biblical study” which has 
moved so rapidly in recent years. “Awareness 
of the tension between the Biblical outlook and 
the modern world view, which pushes the in- 
terpreter into the intellectual defense of the 
validity of Biblical truth, demands understand- 
ing the Bible on its own terms”. 


The reader is moved to admiration at the 
exhibition of wide reading, large acquaintance 
with Biblical literature and comment, engaging 
style, interesting discussions, profitable descrip- 
tions. The author frankly states his dependence 
upon the “creative’’ work of many scholars. 
Professor Anderson takes his stand with the most 
modern critics, going counter to positions long 
held by liberal scholars in some instances, e.g. 
rejection of Israelitish evolution of monotheism 
(p. 412); the order, J,E,D,P (p. 383), although 
really, instead of being successive, these alleged 
letter-men are held to be contemporary! Some 
well done sections, at random are: Jeremiah’s 
plea to the heedless nation (ca p. 332); grace 
in relation to law (p. 458); Isaiah’s vision 


(p. 261); Solomon’s buildings and his troubles 


(p. 150); paragraphs about Job (p. 493); and 
on the whole a vivid and helpful presentation 
of the background of the prophets. 


In the light of the author’s preface with the 
expressed aim, one looks forward expectantly; 
yet after the reading of a few pages, misgivings 
arise. There is a familiar refrain, the reputed- 
ly new approach of neo-orthodoxy: “Israel’s 


radically historical faith rests on the conviction ~ 


that God’s revelation is mediated through his- 
torical experiences of which the Bible is the 
record and witness’. And “the discovery of the 
... Torah... was poisoned by the belief that 
God’s word is found in a book, rather than in 
events through which God speaks .. .” We are 
apprised of what to expect: “The Old Testa- 
ment represents the literary deposit of the 
memory (sic) upon which two of the world’s 
great religions are based”. And further, there 
is sandwiched (p. 5) the thought that Israel’s 
early records are the review of the nation’s life 
portrayed “in the light of later experiences that 
are deeply impressed on the memory”. From 
this point onward we are embarked upon the 
modern vogue about Idealized history, revamped 
records, touched-up events, colored interpreta- 
tions, etc. | 


Errors of excusable nature are rather few: 
Midianites is mispelled (p. 32); Israel, the na- 
tion, represented in the man, is often referred 
to as “she” (e.g. p. 38); we read about “unchar- 
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tered areas’; the author varies “interpretive” 
with “interpretative”; Jacob is made to wres- 
tle with the angel! (p. 179). Space forbids 
more than citation of a few. An adequate re. 
sume of this book is impossible. Some general 
impressions will be given, and selected references 
to bear them out. 


The first impression is that of undiluted 


dogmatism, and that, in instances where the 


utter Opposite would seem the rather to be in- 
dicated. Statement after statement is made with 


calm assurance regarding matters of which no 


mortal man can by the remotest possibility have 
any certitude. Out of a multiplicity of passages, 
here is one example which catches the eye: It 
relates to the Babel record (p. 172). According 
to the author, this bristles with questions. It 
is “the conclusion of the Yahwist’s sketch of 


primeval history”,—so says Dr. Anderson et al. . 


We note: 1) There is asserted as sober fact: 
“Before this tradition was incorporated into the 
Yahwist epic, it had circulated independently 
... There is no proof added for this bold as- 
sertion. It is beyond the possibility of proof, 


utterly unwarranted. Were it true, no man 


could at this late date know it to be so. 


2) We quote: “We can detect the independence 
of this unit...” But anyone who does his own 
thinking will inquire how this independent cir- 
culation can be detected. The appeal to “diversity 
of mankind already presupposed” (cp. 10), as 
the reason, is vain, inasmuch as chap. 10:25, 32 
merely afford anticipation of chap. 11 with its 
focus on Shem’s line as ancestors to Abraham, 
which is merely a common literary device. If 
the writer wanted a true companion he should 
have cited chap. 5. His statement seems to arise 
out of the need for argument in defense of a 
previously held and very precarious critical 


opinion about the multiple origins of Genesis. 


3) Again, that ‘the “Yahwist appropriates the 
story ...” is wholly unwarranted “mythologiz- 
ing’. But even allowing it to be true (on which 
we have not any other means of certification 
than the critic’s word, — a very precarious and 
unscientific criterion), it violates one of the 
higher critics’ cardinal points, viz. that the 
redactor harmonizes contradictory accounts, and 
would have hardly tolerated so glaring discrep- 
ancy. (It is of great interest to note that Dr. 
Anderson now says with later critics, that the 
redactor purposely refused to smooth out the 
differences, which sounds suspiciously like ra- 
tionalization in a hot spot). Also it happens 
that “this tradition” about Babel (Gen. 11) 1s, 
according to Driver, whom we have supposed 


to be one of the leading and dependable critics, 


indeed J’s own work, and therefore not so “inde- 
pendent” after all. Further P is the ghostwriter 
responsible for 11:10-26, on which Anderson is 
certainly not clear, apparently misleading us in- 
to believing that J did not! 
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Another example of dogmatism is the author’s 
bold assertions about this supposititious J. He 
is as familiar with him as if he had slept with 
this brilliant mythical reconteur. But on the 


other hand, it is quite evident that no one, in 


any place, at any time,—save the process of pure 
imagination, has had or can have, any informa- 
tion regarding such a character. He is nothing 
but fiction; yet over and again we read positive 
statements regarding this hypothetical scrivener 
as though he is actually known to have lived 
and to have made real contribution to the Bible. 


Repeatedly Dr. Anderson allows his infatua- 
tion with his theories to run away with the 
truth. And the baldness of multiple unwarrant- 
ed statements is scarcely relieved by such inci- 
dental remarks as: “Our task is to try to under- 
stand the Biblical message’. Let the reader him- 
self judge: “Actually when we begin with Gen- 
esis and read Exodus, we are reading the story 
backward, as it were; for the period before 
Moses was remembered and interpreted in the 
light of the events that brought Israel into ex- 
istence in the Mosaic period .. .” But this has 
no factual basis,—none whatever. It is merely a 
part of the higher critics’s “legends’’. Once more: 
“Exodus does not pretend to be objective his- 
tory. It is obviously an interpretation account 
of events...” (pp. 7, 14). Or again: “Daniel 
spoke to his (Maccabean) times” in the guise of 
a writing predated in the Babylonian period as 
though we were looking forward into the future 
rather than looking backward from the present” 
(p. 515). And again: “The Yahwist,— and this 
fact (sic) warrants repetition, wove together 
stories that once had a completely different 
meaning.” (p. -15). 


A second impression is that of scores of presup- 
positions, assumptions, guesses, mistakes, and 
contradictions, in this book. It is quite apparent- 
ly assumed that God had little to do with the 
writing of the early books of the Bible, that in- 
spiration is negligible, that miracle and predic- 
tive prophesy are impossible. For example: 
“The priest-law affirmed .. .”; the “Priestly 
conception of the atonement...” p. 461). God 
had nothing to do with such matters, so we are 
to understand. All that God had to do with, 
seems to be events. (Also pp. 462, 388). Again, 
“The Yahwist represents (sic) Jehovah as say- 
ing...” (p. 163). Also the praises of P are 


continually sung; he carries off the palm as 


the creative contributor. In fact in view of all 
the remarkable literary exploits of this priestly 
writer with so facile pen and so challenging ro- 


-_ mances, so thrilling presentation of the old folk- 


lore and myth and legend, one feels inclined 
to surmise that Prof. Anderson would himself 
like to have a few changes in the record, thus: 


“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the 
word of our P will stand forever”. 
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Our author assumes that there are two tradi- 
tions in the monarchy, Saul, and Samuel, 
(p. 117f); and then where the plain record — 
shows no conflict, he cries “Additions” were 
made, in attempt to harmonize the two accounts. 
Similarly, regarding David at Saul’s court 
(p. 133), it is evident that the writer of this 
book is not interested in seeking explanation 
for the “inconsistences”. Dr. Anderson would 
“personalize the existence of man” in the story 
of “Adam”, which makes our Lord’s and the 
Apostle Paul’s reference null and void. (p. 168). 
History is history only in spots: “The legends 
of the patriarchal period present a kind of his- 
tory, evidence not anchored to anything with 
which a modern historian could deal.” On the 
other hand we read; “It is a tribute to the real- 
ism of the narrators...” (p. 50). Predictive 
prophecy is denied on p. 402; it is grudgingly 
allowed on p. 529. Prof. Anderson sees no vi- 
carious sacrifice by the Servant, Isa. 53; and he 
makes the confession on sin relate to the na- 
tions rather than to individuals. (p. 426). Is- 
rael’s hatred of Edom “began in the 6th cen- 
tury”. (p. 468) ... The pages of this book are 
full of data like these. 


The third general impression is that the writer 
of “Understanding the Old Testament”, has 
rather a low estimate of Scripture, and that this 
book is indeed in the nature of a denial of his 
thesis. Dr. Anderson blows hot and cold about 
the Bible; he presumes to judge the Scriptures; 
he gives the Bible no credit in witnessing to 
itself; he denies its face value; he slanders the 
Book over and again. Illustrations of these stric- 
tures can be presented by scores: here are but 
a few: On page 436, after berating the Chroni- 
cler, the author adds: “It is erroneous however 

. to suppose that this work is pure fiction”. 
Regarding the origin of the name Jehovah, he 
utterly disregards Scripture. (p. 36). “We must 
not assume that the whole account (Exode) be- 
longs to the realm of pure fiction”. (p. 40). 
(We reserve this designation for BWS’S account 
of what the O. T. states). This is one of Prof. 
Anderson’s generous gestures regarding the Word 
of God! We read: “The fierce battle (with 
Amalek) undoubtedly rests on actual experi- 


ence’. (p. 50). And on the preceding page: 


“In all probability, Miriam’s song originated 


_ during the very events it celebrated”. Innuendo, 


slander, condescending concessions like these 
abound all along. Doubtless one should be 
grateful to the brilliant author for his mag- 
nanimous boons regarding one of the simple 
statements of Deuteronomy, touching the Cove- 
nant God made with His people we read: “This 
exaggerated language”. (p. 91). Incidentally, - 
Jeremiah is made to rival Methuselah: On page 
303: “Jeremiah’s memory goes back to. . . Ex- 
odus . . .” Chronicles is trustworthy in spots 
and false in general. (p. 305). Elijah’s miracle 
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stories are “not to be taken literally”. (p. 207). 
And on page 214: “The popular lore,—this in 
re II Kings—wonder tales, told and retold, de- 
lighted popular imagination”. 


Over and again there is shameless and com- 
plete disregard of the plain statements of Scrip- 
ture, as for example relative to the Israelitish 
march in the wilderness. (p. 66). Imagine this: 
“Tt would be foolish to rationalize the burning 
bush, as though something was seen through 
the objective eye of a camera”. “The voice of 
God did not come literally out of a burning 
bush”. It seems to have arisen out of ‘Moses’ 
reflection on a... situation”. ‘(pp. 32, 33). 
Further, the quotations which Scripture gives 
representing conversations between God and 
Man, are merelv “an interpretation of history 
as a dialogue between the two”. (p. 173f). 
“Solomon’s solution for the two women with one 
child,—tthe whole story, is “folk tale”. (p. 470). 
It is insinuated that the Book of the Law, of 
Josiah’s reformation was a “plant” pulled out 
at the proper timing for the rival. (p. 309). It 
is bootless to try to harmonize Scripture with 
science; and the Genesis record is replete with 
discrepancies. (p. 385). 


In sum, Prof. Anderson’s book may be esti- 
mated, in general scope, by his own words at 
the end of his volume: “Looking back over 
ground covered, one point stands out clearly: 
the Old Testament represents the memories and 
interpretations of the historical experiences of 
Israels. 


Now all of these references and quotations are 
but the beginning of what the book contains 
of such character. Dean Anderson understands 
the Old Testament as being something quite 
opposite to what it appears to be on 
its face, viz. a supernatural, truthful, and plain 
man’s Book. He, along with others whom he 
quotes with approval, holds the Old Bible to 
be a conglomerate mass of folk-lore, fiction, 
legend, saga, accretion, supplementation, revi- 
sion,—edited, and re-edited, at the heart of 
which lie some credible data. His understanding 
of the Book is the corrective of our misunder- 
standing of the same. Its history is not history; 
its records are not true; its conversations are 
bogus; its miracles are deception; its writers are 
frauds and imposters. When we read that David 


wrote the Psalms, it must be taken cum grano 


salis; when “God spoke to Moses face to face,” 
it needs interpretation; when “Moses wrote 
these words’, it is only a pious gesture; where 
there are “duplicate accounts’, dual writership 
is required; where “contradictions”, they are to 
be played up; where there is simple recitation 
of facts, it must be labelled folk-lore and tradi- 
tion, embellished over the course of time, 
through much camp-fire recitation. Where any- 
thing is favorable to the critical notion, it must 
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be accepted as factual, otherwise, otherwise. All 
New Testament endorsement of the Old must 
be ruled out. | 


The purpose of the author of this volume is 
then not true to its content. The writer seems 
often to confuse understanding with imagina- 
tion. The title is misleading. It might be more 
fittingly: BWA’s understanding of what he 
thinks the O. T. should be. For here we have 
the betrayal of the Old Testament. An ignorant 
reader would gather that the book came from 
the pen of a most unbiased and objective, 
business-like originator, who does not propose 
to have his analytical mind warped by senti- 
ment or trammelled by old fashioned faith in a 
supernatural piece of literature; that is, the con- 
tents seem appropriate to an author who could 
be Jew, Mohammedan, pagan, what not: one 
is surprised to find that the writer is a Christian! 


It is amazing to think that this book should be 
sent out for public consumption as being true. 
Its romancing surpasses anything which the 
writer thinks is found in the pages of the Bible. 
The author poses as super-man in his keenness 
of interpretation and analysis, his understand- 
of the intricacies of writership and editorship, 
of preservation and tradition-mungering. And 
all this in relation to a Book which is so old 
that not one man short of infinity could pos- 


-sibly know what this writer claims in all sober- 


ness to know. Infandum! 


In a later Book than the Old Testament there 
is record about the meeting of One with some 
folk in the Holy City for whom He “opened 


_ their understanding that they might UNDER- 


STAND the Scriptures”. We may be pardoned 
for saying that we prefer His kind of under- 
standing of the Book! 
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New Missionaries Needed - 1959 


To Help Fulfill Our World-Wide Witness 


BRAZIL 
Ministers 


3 Couples for Evangelistic Work 
1 Couple for Seminary Teaching 


Educational 
1 Primary School Supervisor 
1 Single Lady or Couple for Secondary 
Course with administrative ability 
1 Music Major to direct music course at 
Kemper School 


Christian Education 
1 Director of Christian Education 


NORTH BRAZIL 
Ministers 

| 3 Couples for Evangelistic Work 
| 1 Pilot-Evangelist 

1 Pilot-Mechanic-Evamgelist (ordained or 

unordained) 

Educational 
) 1 Couple for High School Work, the man to 
. have administrative ability (Agnes Ers- 
kine School) 
. 4 Single Women Teachers 
| Christian Education 
2 Directors of Christian Education for evan- 

gelistic fields 
. Educational—Short Term (Three years) 


. 2 Women for teaching Missionaries’ 


Children 


WEST BRAZIL 
Ministers 
4 Couples for Evangelistic Work 


Educational 
1 Music Instructor for the Edward Lane 
Bible Institute 
1 Couple for School Work 
1 Primary School Supervisor to visit rural 
schools 
Medical 
1 Nurse 
Christian Education | 
1 Teacher of Christian Education 
Business | 
1 Couple, the man to serve as Mission 
Treasurer 
Short Term (Three Years) 
1 Teacher of Missionaries’ Children 
1 Matron for School for Missionaries’ 


Children 
CONGO 
Ministers 
4 Men or Couples for Village Evangelistic 
Work 
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3 Couples for Urban Centers Evangelistic 

Work 

1 Man or Couple for Teaching in Schoo] 
of Theology 


Unordained Evangelist 
1 Woman 


Educational 
5 Men or Couples 
1 Woman Teacher 
2 Units for Home Ec Schools 
2 Men or Couples for Union High School 
1 Man or Couple for Normal School 


Medical 
2 Medical Doctors 
1 Medical Doctor or Couple for IMCK (for 
training medical assistants) 
4 Nurses 


Industrial 

1 Man or Couple for Building and 
Maintenance Work 

1 Man or Couple for Mission Press 

1 Man or Couple for Press Management, 
Literature Promotion and Business Ad- 
ministration (For LECO, the interdenomi- 
national press) 


ECUADOR 
Minister | 
1 Couple for Evangelistic Work 
Educational 


1 Educational Worker or - Couple experi- 
enced, proficient in Spanish, with certifi- 
cate to teach primary grades, and 
knowledge of arts and handcratfts. 

Medical 

1 Doctor or Couple, with- special interest 
in Public Health 

2 Nurses 


IRAQ 
Ministers 
2 Men or Couples for Evangelistic Work 


Unordained Evangelist. Student Worker 
1 Single Woman for Evangelistic Work 
1 Man to work among college students in 
Baghdad (ordained or unordained) 


Educational 
1 Couple for the Baghdad Girls’ School. 
The man to be the business manager of 
the school and treasurer of the Mission, 
the woman for elementary teaching, i! 
possible 
1 Single Woman for: Junior and Senior 
High teaching in Baghdad’ s Grils’ Schoo! 
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Agricultural Work 
1 Couple for Agricultural Work among 
the Yazeedies 


Short Term (Three Years) 
1 Single Woman for Junior and Senior 
High teaching in Baghdad Girls’ School 


1 Woman, experienced Administrator, for 
Baghdad Girls’ School 


JAPAN 
Ministers 

1 Man or Couple for Evangelistic and 
Church work with the United Church in 
Toyohashi 

1 Man or Couple for work among the 
Chinese 

1 Man or Couple for Industrial Evangelism 
in Osaka area 

1 Man or Couple for Evangelistic Work 
among canal and water front people 
in Osaka 

1 Couple for Evangelistic and Church Work 
in Nagoya Station (with the Reformed 
Church in the Tajimi area) 


Unordained Evangelists 
2 Evangelistic Women (Gifu and Kagawa 
Stations) | 
1 Woman for Evangelistic and Musical 
Work among Chinese in Japan 


Educational 

1 Single Woman to teach English (Kinjo 
College) 

1 Single Woman to teach music (Seiwa 
High School) 

1 Man or Couple, Latin-American, to teach 
Spanish and Portuguese (Shikoku Chris- 
tian College) 

1 Couple with specialty (at least Masters 
Degree) to teach English (Shikoku Chris- 
tian College) 


Technical 
1 Man or Couple with training and ex- 
perience in radio programming 


Short Term (Three years) 
1 Single Woman to teach English (Kinjo 
College) 


KOREA 
Ministers 
4 Men or Couples for Evangelistic Work 


Unordained Evangelists and Student Workers 
4 Evangelistic Women 


3 Student Workers (ordained or unordained) 


Educational 
1 Professor of English Literature or Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry (Taejon College) 
1 Educational Worker (man or woman) 
for Kwangju 
Medical 
1 Doctor (for Leprosy Colony) 
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1 Hospital Administrator for T.B. Sana- 
torium (short term or regular) 

2 Public Health Nurses (Mokpo and 
Kwangju) 

1 Dentist 


Short Term (Three Years) 


1 Couple for Teaching High School to 
Missionaries’ Children at Taejon 


| MEXICO 
Ministers 
4 Couples for Eeumuelistic Work 


1 Man or Couple for Teaching in Men's 
Bible School 


Industrial, Agricultural 
1 Man or Couple for Agricultural- 
Evangelistic Work 
2 Couples or Single Missionaries to direct 
Student Homes 


Medical 
1 Nurse 
1 Laboratory Technologist for Ometepec 


Short Term (Three years) 
2 English teachers, for Juarez Institute, 
Mexico City 
1 English teacher for Juarez Institute, 
Morelia, Michoacan 
1 English teacher, for Lazaro Cardenas 
School, Cuernavaco 


PORTUGAL 
Minister 
1 Couple for Seminary Work 
TAIWAN 
Ministers 


5 Men or Couples for Evangelistic Work 
1 Man or Couple for Teaching in Taiwan 
Theolgical College 


Unordained Evangelists and Christian 
Education Workers 


5 Single Women for Evangelistic Work 
1 Man or Couple for Educational Work in 
Bible School (ordained or unordained) 


Educational 
1 Worker for China Sunday School Asso- 
ciation editorial and promotional work 
(ordained or unordained) 


Medical 
1 Nurse 
Short Term (Three years 
1 Woman for teaching in Gingling Girls’ 
School 


For Further Information Write 


EUGENE L. DANIEL, Candidate Secretary 
Board of World Missions 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 

Box 330 
Nashville 1, Tennessee 
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DAY 4@SCHOOL 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Teaches About The End Of The Age 


Background Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 13:1-37 
Devotional Reading: I Peter 4:12-19 


This is an interesting subject. It is also a big subject. It is one which has caused Christians to dif- 
fer as to the interpretations which come to their minds. The church as a whole is divided into three 
groups: Post-Millennial, Pre-Millennial, and A-Millennial. The main thought for us to keep in mind 
may be well expressed in the Golden Text: “Take ye heed, watch and pray.” I like the way our Con- 
fession of Faith ends: As Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there shall be a day of 
judgment, both to deter all men from sin, and for the greater consolidation of the godly in their ad- 
versity: so will He have that day unknown to men, that they may shake off all carnal security, and 
be always watchful, because they know not at what hour the Lord will come; and may ever be pre- 
pared to say, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. What a glorious thing it would be to be alive 
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when He comes! 
Peter, in our Devotional Reading, speaks of 


the time when Christ’s glory shall be revealed. 


Christians were having a hard time. Yet if any 
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God in this be- 
lief. Judgment is coming. It will begin at the 
house of God. If the righteous scarcely be saved 
(saved with difficulty) , where shall the ungodly 
—the sinner appear. It is a difficult thing to 
save anybody: Christ died in order to save us; 
we must be born again. Where will those stand 
in the judgment who have not accepted the 
Saviour, who have never been born again? Let 
us commit our souls to Him who is our Creator 
and Saviour. Peter has a great deal to say about 
Christ’s coming in II Peter 3:1-14 when he 
speaks of the certainty of His coming: “But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 
in the which the heavens will pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up. . . Nevertheless 
we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness”. 


I The Judgment: Matthew 25:31-46 

This is only a partial picture of the judgment. 
To a casual reader it might give the impression 
that all we need to be saved is to be kind to 
our fellow-men; that philanthropy and salva- 
tion are synonymous. If we study the passage 
more carefully we will find that these good 
works are evidence of our belonging to Christ. 
It is the spirit of Christ that animates our giv- 
ing to those about us. The Bible is its own best 
interpreter, so let me turn with you to several 
verses that show conclusively just how men are 
lost and how they are saved. 
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Let us first turn to John 3:18: “He that be- 


lieveth on Him is not condemned (judged) ; 


but he that believeth not is condemned (hath 
been judged) already, because he hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God”. These words are plain enough and Mat- 
thew 25:31-46 must be interpreted in harmony 
with this plain statement. If you will turn to 
Paul, especially in Romans and Galatians you 
will see that we are saved by grace through 
faith, without the deeds of the law. Good works 
follow naturally and these good deeds—feeding 
the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing 
the naked, etc., are evidence of our being “born 
again” through faith. Notice that the good 
works mentioned here are done to “my breth- 


ren”. They are done in the name of Christ, . 


and because we are His. Men of the world do 
some of these things, but they do not do them 
in the name of Christ. Certainly we would give 
them credit for all the good they do, but we 
cannot substitute good works for faith in Christ 
as a means. of salvation. 


I believe that there is much deeper meaning 
in these solemn words of our Master. It is 
good to feed hungry bodies with material food; 
to give thirsty people water, to visit the sick in 
body, and those in prison. How much more 
important, however, to feed hungry souls, to 


give thirsty souls the water of life; to visit sin- 


sick souls, to release captives of sin. When Jesus 
fed the five thousand He was careful to preach © 
to them the next day and urge them to labor 
not for the food that perishes, but for that food 
which endures. When He asked the Samaritan 
woman for a drink of water He did it for the 
purpose of leading her to accept Him as the 
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Messiah, to give her to drink “living water’. 
When the disciples came back and prayed him, 
saying, Master, eat, He said, I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of. We know what that meat 
was. 


I am convinced that Jesus is talking about 
something more important than material bread 
and water. If we are going to give Him meat 
and drink then we will have to bring souls to 
Him. We must give Him, the Bread of Life, 
to hungry souls; we must give Him, the Water 
of Life, to thirsty souls; we must clothe the 


naked with His righteousness; we must bring 


sick souls to Him. This is indeed giving Him 
meat. Are we faithful in doing this? 


Now I would not discount for one moment 
the importance of giving material food and 
drink and clothes. If we are Christians we will 


do as He did, and He fed the five thousand once, 


but He fed hungry souls every day for He taught 
them the way of Life. Let us not think for a 
moment that we can really give Him meat and 
drink unless we do as He did; try to reach and 
save the soul within the hungry or thirsty body. 
Christ is hungry today for the souls of men. We 
are His witnesses. Are we giving Him the food 
that will satisfy Him? It takes more than bread 
and meat to feed Him. 


Sometimes the good is enemy to the best. It 
is good to give material food and drink; it is 
best to feed the soul. Jesus forgot that He was 
hungry when leading the Samaritan woman to 
faith in Him. Both He and the woman forgot 
all about the water from the well, for He had 
given her a drink of water that satisfied her 
soul. The church must feed hungry bodies and 
give aid to those in need, but never let her for- 
get her real mission: to take Christ to the 
hungry and thirsty souls of men. After all, 
the greatest need of mankind is Christ: the 
Bread of Life and Water of Life. It is good— 
splendid—to send our boxes to the poor, but 
let us not forget to send Christ along with our 
boxes. We will not satisfy Him unless we do. 


II. Discourse on Mt. Olivet: Mark 13:1-37 


The questions leading up to this discourse 


were suggested by what Jesus said when the 
disciples showed Him the great stones of the 
temple. He told them the temple would be 
destroyed and not one stone be left upon an- 
other. When they came to the Mount of Olives, 
four of the disciples, Peter and James and John 
and Andrew, asked Him, Tell us when shall all 


_ these things be? In answering them Jesus speaks 


of two, or three, distinct matters: (1) The 
destruction of the temple (2) His own coming, 
and (3) The end of the age. The destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the temple came about 
40 years after these words were spoken, 
when Titus overthrew the city and crucified so 


_ many of the Jews. The other prophecies have 
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been fulfilled or are in the process of fulfill- 
ment. I want us to notice several points of 
special interest. 


He spoke first about the destruction of Je- 
rusalem and the temple and the defilement of 
the temple, as prophesied by Daniel, and the 
awful time of suffering and persecution. He 
revealed to them, too, their own persecution: 
they would be beaten and betrayed and killed. 


There were to be many false Christs. This 
has been very true and today we have these in 
the shape of “Father Divine”, “Bishop Grace”, 
and “Prophet Jones” and many others who are 
leading multitudes astray. It is strange how 
people will follow, and worship, these false 
prophets. 


There were to be wars and \rymors~of wars. 
This has been true, and all of uS know. I have 
~ seen two World Wars and numerous other ones. 


As I write these notes it looks like World War 
III is not far off. This has been characteristic 
of all history. 


The gospel must be first preached to all na- 
tions. This is practically true today. Notice, 
He does not intimate that the world will be 
converted, but simply that they—the nations 
will hear the gospel. | 


There is to be a time of “Great Tribulation”. 
This was partially fulfilled when Jerusalem was 


-destroved, but there seems to be another more 
terrible time. We can easily imagine such a 


time if and when another war comes. It would 
not take much to turn our modern world into 
a “hell on earth”, with all our modern inven- 
tions of nuclear weapons and H-bombs, etc. 


There is to be a time when the sun shall be 
darkened and the moon, and the stars shall fall. 
This is to be followed immediately, it seems, by 
the coming of the Son of Man in clouds of great 
power and glory. When these signs come to 
pass then we will know that it is nigh, even 
at the doors. 


No one knows the time. It is useless to try 
to set dates, but we are to read the signs of the 
times and be ready. 


Watch and pray, lest coming suddenly He 


find you sleeping. And what I say unto you I 


say unto all, Watch. 
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[YOUNG 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 22 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS’ 


Making Christ Known In Iraq 


Scripture: Acts 1:1-8 


Suggested Hymns: 
“We Have a Story to Tell to the Nations” 
“Christ for the World We Sing” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In 1956 our Presbyterian Church, U. S. def- 
initely committed itself to proclaiming the Gos- 
pel in the Middle East. This came about when 
our Board of World Missions became a partner 
in the United Mission in Iraq. The other 
churches engaged in this endeavor are the United 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. (formerly the 


Presbyterian Church U. S. A.), the Evangelical — 


and Reformed Church, and the Reformed 
Church in America. These other churches be- 
gan the joint venture in 1924. A British mis- 
sionaryv society had been in the field from the 
beginning of this century until after World 
War I when general confusion in the area forced 
them to withdraw. The new work begun by the 
three American denominations was known as 
the United Mission to Mesopotamia until the 
modern nation of Iraq came into being in 1932. 
Then the name was changed to the United Mis- 
sion in Traq. Some of these other churches have 
carried on work among the Moslems in other 
lands, but this is our Church’s first experience 
with Islam. 


First Speaker: 


As the Program Leader has indicated, Iraq 
is that area of the Middle East which for thou- 
sands of years has been known as Mesopotamia. 
The name “Mesopotamia” literally means “be- 
tween the (two) rivers’. It is the land between 
the famous and ancient Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers. It was from this area that Abraham was 
called by God to go into Palestine. This was 
the location of Ancient Babylon, the region so 
familiar to Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel. In 
1932 it became an independent nation and is a 
member of the Arab League of Nations. At 
present it is a very strategic country in a stra- 
tegic area of the world. 


Second Speaker: 


Iraq has an area of 116,000 square miles, 
which means that it is about as large as Ken- 
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tucky, Tennessee, and Virginia, combined. Its © 
population is about five million. The name 
“Traq” in the minds of many people is almost 
synonymous with oil. The richest known oil 
reserves in the world are to be found in the 
Middle East, and the most valuable of these are 
located in Iraq. Oil is the economic life of Iraq, 
and most of the phenomenal progress the coun- 
try has made in recent years has been financed 
by oil revenues. Half of the money received 
from the sale of oil goes to the government, and 
seventy per cent of this is used for national de- 
velopment. This fact in itself is evidence of 
wise and unselfish leadership. 


Third Speaker: 


In spite of the great oil riches and the remark- 
able strides of progress during recent years, the 
people of Iraq continue to be in great need. 
The average annual income is only eighty four 
dollars per citizen. Eighty per cent of the peo- 
ple are illiterate. The educational picture has 
improved many fold. The number of students 
in Iraq has increased more than forty six times 
since 1921. Still only one boy in five and one 
girl in fifteen receives even a primary education. 
The medical and health situation continues to 
be a major problem, as many of the people en- 
dure tragic illness without hope of treatment or 
recovery. The Iraq people are justly proud of 
their new schools, universities, hospitals, dams, 
and roads, but to us it is hard to understand 
how with so much having been accomplished 
that there is still so much to be done. 


Fourth Speaker: 


In our first program on the Middle East we 
learned that Islam is the predominant religion © 
in this area. It is especially true of ag endl 
ninety six per cent of the people are Moslem. 
There are about ninety thousand Christians who 
belong to the Eastern Catholic tradition, but 
their influence is negligible. We noted last 
week that the main characteristic of Eastern 
Christianity is passiveness. When this passive- 
ness is contrasted with the fiery zeal of Islam, 
it is not surprising that the presence of this 
kind of Christianity has made so little difference 
in the life of the nation. 


In all of Iraq there are only eleven hundred 
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Protestant Christians. That is a ratio of one 
to fortv fiye hundred. To be an evangelical 
Christian in Iraq calls for a great deal of 


courage. It usually means losing one’s family, | 


friends, job, and hope of finding a husband or 
wife. For this reason, it is harder to win con- 
verts in Moslem lands than anywhere else in 
the world. The evangelical church has grown 


slowly, but those who have come into it are | 


strong in faith and purpose. As the people of 
Iraq have contact with other nations and their 
people, their minds are being opened to new 
ways and new ideas. It is hoped that this broad- 
ening trend will make the task of the mission- 
aries easier. 


Fifth Speaker: 


The facts which have been given point out 
the need of Iraq for Christ. What are we doing 
through the United Mission in Iraq to meet 
this need? The basic activities of the mission 
are evangelistic, educational, and agricultural. 


The evangelistic work has several approaches. 
There are some churches which have been served 
by missionary pastors. During 1957 several of 
these churches secured pastors of their own, 
thus freeing the missionaries to do other work. 
Some of the missionaries engage in street preach- 
ing, others hold services in the homes of Chris- 
tians, still others are busy with a program of 
visitation. One very encouraging factor is the 
increase in the sales of Bibles and Christian 
literature, which may be evidence of greater 
freedom of thought. 


The most spectacular part of the mission’s 
work is the operation of the Bagdad Girls’ 
School. This very fine school has two hundred 
and fifty students, many of them from influ- 
ential Moslem families. It is not often that these 
students are converted to Christianity because 
of the severe pressure of their own religion 
against departing from it, but they are given 
opportunity to become acquainted with the 
Christian faith and to examine their prejudices. 
The school has done much to destroy anti-Chris- 
tian feeling, and in time, some of its students 
are sure to be won to Christ. Our denomina- 
tion made a contribution of $16,000 to the 
school work of the mission. 


In a land where the agricultural methods of 
many of the farmers are very primitive, the 
Christian agricultural development program 
meets a deep need. In addition to demonstrating 
better methods of farming and leading to a 
higher standard of farm life, this program is 
opening the doors in many homes to the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. 


Our Board of Missions has not yet sent any 
missionaries to work in Iraq. It is hoped that 
there will soon be volunteers. Six new workers 
have recently been added from the other sup- 
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porting churches. In addition to the contribu- 
tion for the work of the Bagdad Girls’ School, 
our church gave $15,000 for the general pro- 
gram of the mission, and it will continue to be 
in the budget. These are the things we are do- 
ing and the opportunities we have to make 
Christ known in Iraq. 


(In the closing prayer be sure to remember 
the work of the United Mission in Iraq, and 
ask God to call some workers from our church.) 
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Presbyterian Fund Totals $2.4 Million 


Assets of the Presbyterian Foundation, Inc., of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church now total $2.4 
million. 

Dr. John R. Cunningham is executive director. 
He told Foundation trustees Wednesday that be- 
quests and gifts during 1958 amounted to 
$433,645.46. 


The Foundation was organized in 1865. It re- 
mained a relatively unknown agency of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., until recent years. 


Dr. Cunningham was formerly president of | Da- — 


vidson College. He became executive director in 
1957. His office is in Charlotte. 


Dr. Cunningham noted that in 1955, 39 legacies 
valued at $819,000 were being administered. At 
present there are 47 bequests totaling $2.4 million. 


The bequests earned $35,890 for institutions and 
programs in 1955. In 1958 they returned $84,613. 


Earnings were distributed among colleges, semi- 
naries, world missions, scholarships for students 
and other aspects of denominational work. 


Dr. F. L. Jackson of Davidson was reelected 
president of the board of trustees Wednesday. 
Also reelected were John Cansler of Charlotte, 
vice president; Louis L. Rose of Charlotte, secre- 


tary. 

The officers, plus Halbert M. Jones of Laurin- 
burg, the Rev. Cecil Lawrence of Charlotte and 
Dr. Cunningham from the executive committee of 
the board. 


The term of trustee Ivey W. Stewart of Char- 
lotte expired. His successor and three other trus- 
tees will be named at an April meeting of the 
trustees. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—(PN)—A five million dollar campaign 
to improve and enlarge facilities at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in Decatur has been launched, 
and campaign leaders for the various phases of the 
drive are being named. 


Atlanta area Presbyterians are being asked to 
contribute one million dollars to the campaign, 
Ivan Allen, Jr., chairman of the Atlanta phase of 
the drive, told a group of ministers at a recent 
meeting. 


Along with Mrs. Allen, a member of First Pres- 
byterian Church in this city, Dr. Robert L. Stamper, 
a member of the administrative staff of Columbia 
Seminary, will direct the Atlanta campaign. The 
fund drive here will begin on April 12, and con- 
tributions are to be received in the form of pledges 
payable over a period of three years. 


An additional two million is expected to be raised 
by Presbyterians in the Synod of South Carolina 
and other areas of the Georgia Synod. Chairmen 
of these campaigns, which began earlier in Jan- 
uary, are H. Lane Young and Harlee Branch, Jr. 
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Dr. J. McDowell Richards, ee of Columbia 
Seminary, said the funds will be used to enlarge 
and improve the facilities of the Presbyterian in- 
stitution. Dr. P. D. Miller, executive secretary of 
the Board of Church Extension, is the chai 

of the Board of Directors of the Seminary. 


Cherokee 


Mr. Warren Jackson, a Ruling Elder in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Cartersville, Ga., presided 
over the Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery, 
which met at the First Presbyterian Church, Dal- 
ton, Ga., Tuesday, January 20, 1959. 


The Rev. Paul Smith, a missionary to Brazil, 
presented a stirring message on the advance of 
Protestant Missions in Brazil. The Rev. Max Mil- 
ligan, a member of Atlanta Presbytery, chal- 
lenged the Presbytery to make an all-out effort 
for evangelism during the years of 1959-1961, and 
Dr. S. Wilkes Dendy, the host pastor and retiring 
moderator preached on the theme “Our World- 
wide Witness.” 


The Rev. Dennis Ketchem, pastor of the Rey- 
nolds Miller Presbyterian Church, in Rome, Ga., 
presented his resignation, and was dismissed to 
Kinawha Presbytery in West Virginia. 


The Rev. Charles Harris, pastor of the La- 
Fayette Presbyterian Church and the Rev. Paul 


‘Smith, were elected minister commissioners to the 


1959 meeting of the General Assembly. Elders 
Ed. Kemp, of Acworth and Paul Webb, of Rome 
were also elected to attend this Assembly. 


The Rev. Jack Robinson, pastor of the Silver 
Creek Presbyterian Church, was nominated to 
serve as moderator at the next Stated Meeting, to 
be held May 19, 1959, at the Euharlee Presby- 


terian Church. 
Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 
Stated Clerk 


Atlanta—(PN)—Dr. Catherine Strateman Sims, 
Agnes Scott College faculty member is Atlanta’s 
1958 Woman Of The Year in Civic Service. 


She is the first woman to serve as a vice presi- 
dent of Metropolitan Atlanta Community Services 
—the old Community Chest. A WOTY committee 
headed by Chairman Jack Tarver chose Dr. Sims 
for the honor largely on the basis of her outstand- 
ing work as chairman of the MACS’ important 
budget committee and her long-time leadership in 
Red Feather agencies here. 


' Professor of history and political science at 
Agnes Scott, the attractive WOTY in Civic Service 
is in private life Mrs. Roff Sims. Her husband is 
a trust officer of the Trust Co. of Georgia. 


Dr. Sims was named 1946 Woman Of The Year 
in Education. She is the second Atlantan ever to 
receive the WOTY honor twice. Miss Ira Jarrell, 
superintendent of Atlanta schools, is the only other — 
woman to be named in two separate fields. 


Dr. Sims will be honored at the annual WOTY 
recognition banquet on Jan. 27 at the Piedmont 
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Driving Club. There will be four other honorees 
selected as WOTY in their separate fields. On 
the occasion of the banquet the top WOTY will 
be chosen from the five nominees. Delta Air Lines, 
represented by Delta President C. E. Woolman, 
is sponsoring the event. 


Dr. Sims was lauded as “an excellent organizer, 
administrator, and tireless and capable worker’”’ 
by a WOTY selection committee. 


A native of White Plains, N. Y., Dr. Sims has 
become well known as a lecturer and author of 
critical works in her professional fields, and noted 
for her sense of humor. 


An outstanding student at Bernard College, she 
took her Ph.D. at Columbia University, also studied 
at the University of London and the Geneva School 
of International Relations, and has held scholar- 
ships in this country and abroad. In 1954 she was 
named chairman of the Fulbright scholarship selec- 
tion committee, and last year she represented the 
American Association of University Women at the 
Department of State Conference on foreign af- 
fairs. 


Rev. John S. Land Resigns 


Statement to the Congregation 
January 14, 1959 


On the occasion of the heart-warming service 
exactly one year and seven months ago to the day, 
celebrating my fortieth anniversay here, I con- 
cluded my words of appreciation with this state- 
ment: 


Since I love this church so much and want to | 


be realistic, you can well understand that I have 
given much thought in recent years to my tenure 
here. You may suspect that I have made it a mat- 
ter of continuing prayer that God may guide you 
and me in all decisions and plans for the welfare 
of this church. As you have believed in me and 
cooperated in the past in all of our endeavor, I 
ask you still to believe that in the future whatever 
I am led to do will be done with one supreme pur- 
pose: obedience to the will of God and for the 
well-being of His work here. 


At a meeting of the Session last Sunday, I read 


the following statement to the Elders: 


It is my purpose to relinquish the work of this 
church on June 15, 1959. 


This decision has been made after much prayer 
and lengthy deliberation. 


I have recently attained 65 years of age. On 
June 15 I shall have served the Lord 42 years in 
this place. | 


The time has come for me to act upon a long- 
standing conviction. When I was fifty years old I 
wrote out a statement »of purpose to the effect 
that I would not presume upon the love and pa- 
tience of this wonderful congregation. 


Added to the facts and feeling expressed above 
and the great needs and opportunities of our be- 
loved church is a further consideration. It would 
be difficult to secure immediate and adequate 
assistance if the new man thought I could only 
be here a little longer at best. 


Therefore instead of looking for an associate 
or assistant for me, the Session should ask the con- 
gregation to elect a committee to recommend my 
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successor after my purpose is announced to the 
at the annual meeting on January 
14th. 


Since ministers resign to the Presbytery the 
congregation will be requested in due time to 
concur with me in asking for the dissolution of 
the present pastoral relationship. 


These five months prior to June 15 will give 
the congregation time to search for a new pastor. 
It would be my hope one of God’s choos- 
ing could be found promptly. In the meantime I 
shall give myself unsparingly and in every way in 
my power for the welfare of this church. 


I am not retiring. My beloved physician and 
friend who gave me my recent annual physical 
examination pronounced me to be in excellent 
health. I am confident another opportunity for 
service will open up for me. 


I cannot begin to express to you, my fellow 
elders, my unbounded gratitude for the seldom 
paralleled privilege of serving so loyal and loving 
a people for so long a time. I shall forever treasure 
the cooperation and support you have given me 
over the years in our common efforts to glorify 
God and to advance His Kingdom. 


Now, to you, my dear friends and fellow laborers 
for the Master, I would also express my overflow- 
ing thanksgiving to God for the joy of these years 
of enriching fellowship and rewarding service with 
you. In this appreciation and gratitude, as well as 
“a this decision, my wife and daughters sincerely 
share. 


Since our supreme devotion is to God, I eall 
upon you to hold together in united faith and love 
as you move forward for Him who said, “Lo, I 
am with you always.” 

| —John S. Land 


Concord Presbytery 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Statesville—Concord Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
met January 20th in the First Presbyterian Church, 
ee with Rev. Neill R. McGeachy as Host 

astor. 


Rev. J. H. Armfield, Woodleaf, was elected as 
Moderator succeeding, Dr. E. A. Beaty, Davidson 
College Professor. 


In the absence of the recently elected Chairman, 
Dr. Samuel W. Newell, Davidson, the report of the 
Commission on the Minister and His Work was 
presented by the Vice-Chairman, Rev. Fred R. 
Stair, Hickory. He also reported on Annuities and 
Relief, the ministerial retirement plan of the de- 
nomination which is a responsibility of this same 
group. 


Rev. Hubert J. Kaylor was received from Wil- 
mington Presbytery in order that he might become 
installed as pastor of the Sweetwater Church, Hick- 
ory. The Commission to install him will meet 
February 1, 7:30 p. m. The Commission: Rev. 
Fred R. Stair, Hickory, to preside and propound 
the constitutional questions; Rev. Clarence A. 
Lingle, Concord, to preach the sermon; Rev. Rob- 
ert F. Park, Concord, to charge the pastor; Mr. 
Donald S. Menzies, Hickory, to charge the con- 
gregation. | 


Rev. James A. Morrow, Jr., Wilmington, has 
accepted the call of the Bethpage Church, Kan- 
napolis, and Mr. R. J. Sadler, Rock Hill, South 
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Carolina, a Senior of Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Virginia, has accepted the call of the 
Centre Church. 


The Commissioners to the General Assembly | 


meeting at the Druid Hills Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, April 23, were elected as follows: Rev. 
S. W. Newell, Jr., Davidson, Rev. Thompson B. 
Southall, Statesville, Rev. L. F. Cowan, Kannapolis, 
Rev. L. V. McPherson, Taylorsville, Rev. A. K. 
Dudley, Concord; and Ruling Elders Conrad Mabry, 
Concord, C. P. Sims, Kannapolis, W. A. Sherrill, 
Salisbury, W. F. Morrow, Mooresville and H. E. 
Stewart, Concord. 


Rev. Neill R. McGeachy, newly elected Chair- 
man, reported for the Council of Presbytery which 
coordinates its work, plans its stewardship pro- 
gram, has charge of its records, publishes its of- 
ficial paper, the Concord Presbyterian, and co- 
operates with the Trustees of Presbytery who hold 
titles to property for Presbytery not held by local 
church trustees. | 

Dr. F. L. Jackson, Treasurer of Presbytery, re- 
ported that gifts to budgeted benevolences in 1958 
were $265,979 and non-budgeted gifts were $4,301. 
He announced that a meeting for Church Treas- 
urers of Presbytery and Ministers would be held 
at Davidson College Church, January 25, 3:30 p. m. 
The 1959 Budget for benevolences has been set at 
$300,000 to support the denominational program 
of Missions, Christian Education and other services 
beyond the local church. | 


Rev. E. P. Moye, Chairman of the Church Ex- 
tension Committee, reported that 34 of the 75 
Churches of the Presbytery received some assis- 
tance from the Church Court in carrying out the 
local program. These Churches had 2,493 members 
and 2,553 enrolled in Sunday School and received 
264 members during 1957. The total annual cost 
of their program was $164,494 of which $16,822 


was given to benevolences. Presbytery’s assistance 


amounted to $38,642. Six of these Churches se- 
cured new pastors during the year. Two secured 
new manses, two built educational plants and one 
constructed a new sanctuary. One Church became 
completely self-supporting during the year. 


Churches were urged to have Committees on 
Evangelism and follow opportunities in their com- 


‘munities. The importance of observing a certain 
season for the evangelistic effort each year was 


stressed and also making literature on the subject 
available to the people. It was recommended that 
the reception of members be made more impressive 
and that more consideration be given to bringing 
new members into the fellowship and service of 
the congregation. | 


The Church Extension report expressed the hope 
that Sessions would set up Christian Relations 
Committees to study materials and problems re- 
lated to the application of the Gospel to modern 
life in such realms as Home and Family Life, Vo- 
cational Guidance, Industrial Relations, Race Re- 
lations and Social Evils. 


_Churches were encouraged to ask Radio Sta- 
tions, which do not broadcast the “Protestant 


Hour’, to schedule this program broadcasted by | 


the Protestant Radio and Television Center, At- 
lanta. The Center cooperates with the Episcopal, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, U. S. A. and United 
Lutheran Churches in giving Christian messages, 
worship and musical programs to the nation and 
to the world including our Armed Forces. 


- The Presbytery voted to adopt an overture to 
be made to the General Assembly “To re-emphasize 
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TRUE or FALSE 


FACTS VS FABLES 
ABOUT THE JEWS 


@ The Jew is under God's curse. 
No more than any other. ‘‘God hath concluded them 
all Vew and Gentile) in unbelief, that He might 
have mercy upon all.” Rom. 11:32 


2) The Jews have their own religion. 


They don't have Christ. ond “there ts none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.”’ Acts 4:12 


@ You can’t preach Christ to the Jews. 


The 1 is “the power of God unto salvation” 
to bath Jew ond Gentile. (Rom. 1:16) And Jews are 
responding to the gospel. 


Make us r missionaries to God’s ancient people 
through fb me prayers and fellowship. Write for free 
copy of our azine, THE EVERLASTING NATION, with 
absorbing articles and news regarding our ministry 
here and in other lands. 


| 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President. 


Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory 
— World-renowned minister and 
a 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 


JEW!SH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga. 


its unqualified disapproval of the Roman Catholic 
principle of the union of Church and State and 
its system of propaganda; that it warn its young 
people against contracting marriages with mem- 
bers of the Roman Catholic Church; and that it 
warn the members of our Church of the danger 
which a Roman Catholic government would pose 
to the American nation’’. 


Rev. Charles A. McGirt, Salisbury, Chairman of 
the Committee on Homes, presented Richard A. 
Short, Executive Director of the Presbyterian Home 
for the aged, High Point. Mr. Short spoke on be- 
half of the $750,000 campaign for funds to enlarge 
the facilities of the Home. He stated that the 
Home now has some 79 persons living there and 
that there is a waiting list of 52 which have ap- 
plied for admission. Campaign funds will be used 
to construct additional buildings to provide 42 
more single rooms, a 39 bed infirmary, and new 
dining room and kitchen. 


Rev. Crawford A. White, Concord, Chairman of 
the Committee on Records, conducted an examina- 
tion of the Sessional Records of the Church of 
the Presbytery by a Committee of the whole. He 
also reported on the official records of this and 
other Church Courts. 


L. Young White, Mooresville, Acting Chairman 
of the Camp Grier Committee, reported that camp 
Grier, the Presbytery’s Camp at Old Fort, had 
1,316 guests attending conferences during the 1958 
season and 1,215 registrations were recorded for 
those attending retreats and other activities at the 
Camp during the past year. Upon the recommenda- 
tion of this Committee, following a request from 
the Christian Education Committee which sponsors 
the conferences, the Presbytery approved the con- 
struction of a swimming pool for 75 to 80 swim- 
mers. The pool will be ready for the 1959 camp 
and conference season. 
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Orange Presbytery in its Three Hundred and 
Seventy Ninth Stated Meeting held in the Buffalo 
Presbyterian Church of Greensboro on January 
15th received four ministers, dismissed one min- 
ister and one candidate. 


The Court elected Mr. Charles S. Wilkins, an 
Elder in the Starmount Presbyterian Church, mod- 
erator to succeed Rev. Kay M. Misenheimer. The 
body was in an approving mood and voiced its 
approval of all the proposed amendments to the 
Confession of Faith and Book of Church Order 
(Revision of Form of Government) except that 
to make the Commission on the Minister and His 
Work a Committee. Orange Presbytery prefers 
the Commission. Rev. Jeff Kesterson presented 
the report concerning the proposed changes. 


Twelve principal Commissioners and as many al- 
ternates were elected to represent the Presbytery 
in the forthcoming General Assembly in April. 


The ministers received were Rev. J. W. Walkup 
from Enoree Presbytery, who is pastor-elect of 
the Buffalo Church near Sanford; Rev. S. P. Hart, 
from Abingdon Presbytery, is to be pastor of the 
Mt. Vernon Springs and Siler City Churches; Rev. 
W. W. Peters, from Greenbrier Presbytery, is to 
become pastor of the Graham Presbyterian Church: 
and Rev. W. M. Plonk, from Hanover Presbytery. 
is Minister to Youth of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Greensboro. 


Rev. Milton P. Brown, Jr. was dismissed to 
Lexington Presbytery. Candidate Thomas W. Bar- 
ker was transferred to Athens Presbytery. 


A complete statistical report could not be pre- 
sented. Rev. Ben Brown, however, in his report 
on Church Extension, said that the aid-receivin 
Churches received on Profession of Faith 141 an 
228 by transfer. The Crestwood, Meadowside and 
Riverview Churches were lauded for coming to full 
self support. The organization of a new Chapel in 
the Vandalia section of Greensboro was reported. 


A new Committee on The Presbyterian Founda- 
tion was authorized and seven people were elected 
to compose it, of which Dr. Chester Alexander is 
Chairman. 


Rev. E. Lee Willingham was host pastor of the 
entertaining congregation which has entered into 
its third century of service. Mr. Harry B. Powell 
gave the address of welcome. There were seventy 
three elders and fifty seven ministers enrolled. The 
next Stated meeting will be held in the Mebane 
Presbyterian Church on April 16th at 9:30 A. M. 


Death of Rev. D. L. Williamson. Jr. 


Rev. David Lee Williamson, Jr., 29, died Sun- 
day, January 18th at midnight in the Memorial 
Hospital at Chapel Hill. Returning from a preach- 
ing engagement in the Yanceyville Presbyterian 
Church his car left the road and head injuries 
required an operation. He was buried in the Steele 
Creek Cemetery on Tuesday, the 29th, the service 
being conducted by Rev. J. R. McAlpine, III. 
Steele Creek is the ancestral home and burial 
place of the Williamsons. 


He is survived by his widow, the former Miss 
Nancy Frazier, of Pittsburg, his parents, Rev. and 
Mrs. D. Lee Williamson, missionaries to Brazil and 
sister, Miss Myrtle Elizabeth Williamson, of At- 
anta. 


Mr. Williamson was born in Brazil, was gradu- 
ated from Presbyterian College of S. C., and from 
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Columbia Seminary. For a year he was Minister 
of Education in the Central Presbyterian Church 
of Chattanooga. Last September he began post 
graduate studies in anthropology in the University 
of North Carolina and was serving most accept- 
ably as supply minister of the Bethesda and Yan- 
ceyville Presbyterian Churches. 


Missionary Briefs 


The Rev. and Mrs. Charles T. McKee of our 
Congo Mission, now on furlough in the United 
States, announce the birth of a daughter, Charlene 
Craig, on January 13. 


The McKees have three other daughters. They 
are Elsie Anne, who is nearly eight years old, 
Elizabeth Shepherd, 514, and Mary Katherine, who 
is 3%. 


Mr. McKee’s work in Kakinda, Belgian Congo, 
is training ministers, teachers, and lay workers, 
and doing evangelistic itineration during the va- 
cation periods of the schools. He is a member of 
Atlanta Presbytery. He studied at Davidson Col- 
lege, University of Arkansas, University of Chi- 
cago, and Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
was born in Bibanga, Belgian Congo, and has been 
a as a Presbyterian, U. S., missionary since 


Mrs. McKee is the former Anne Shepherd of 
Decatur, Ga., where she is a member of the Colum- 
bia Presbyterian Church. She prepared for her 
educational service in Congo through her studies 
at Converse College and Agnes Scott College, and 


had practical experience in teaching in the Decatur © 


oe, # school system before going into the mission 
field. 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville—(PN)—Missionaries of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S., escaped unharmed when 
riots, looting, and gunfire ripped through Leopold- 
ville, in the Belgian Congo early in January. In- 
formation received by cablegram, and supplement- 
ed by a letter as of January 8, reports all mis- 
sionaries for the Church are safe and well, the 
Board of World Missions announced here. 


Leopoldville, capital of the Belgian Congo, was 
torn by riots Jan. 4-5, and thirty four persons were 
killed. More than 100 others were seriously in- 
jured, shops set afire, schools and police head- 
quarters burned out, and some Europeans stoned 
and shot at. Roman Catholic missions in some 
parts of the city were ransacked. News reports 
stated that those slain were all Africans. Police 
and troops restored order. 


The Rev. L. Alex McCutchen, Presbyterian mis- 
sionary stationed in Leopoldville, cabled the World 
Mission Board on Jan. 6: “All personnel safe 
notify kin.”” The following day he wrote in detail 
about the troubles. His letter reported that the 
riots grew out of the meeting of a local tribal as- 
sociation on Sunday, Jan. 4. The “meeting at- 
tracted a great crowd of Baconga folks, as well 
as others of the same district or town. An attempt 
by the police to disperse the crowd resulted in a 
wounding by gunfire, and this sight of blood shed 


on the spot where an address by the communal 


bourgemastre (a Congolese) was being awaited, 
when he would make his report of talks with cabi- 
net members in Brussels, set the crowd wild. They 


retaliated by pillaging and destroying all establish- | 


ments of European direction in the area. This car- 
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ried to the extent of looting, burning, and some- 
times breaking down stores, gas stations, govern- 
ment service offices, Roman Catholic living quar- 
ters, schools, library, and several state-operated 


schools. 


“The cries of ‘independence’ and noises of mut- 
tering, molesting mobs quickly spread across the 
extent of Leo into all the native communes, so 
that a general alarm and arming by Europeans to 
protect their properties and persons became the 
coneern of Sunday-Monday night. All day Mon- 
day the penetration of these communities by the 
‘national guard’ called up from Thysville oc- 
casioned a lot of gunfire. 


“By now (Jan. 8) the show of military forces, 
the posting of paratroopers flown, in by Monda 
evening, and the blocking off of roadways wit 
careful control of movement, plus a 6:30 p. m. 
curfew under military law have brought about 
complete calm and outward evidence of normal 
activities . . . This whole outburst was apparently 
unplanned, unorganized, and therefore not directed 
by any known leader or leaders, but it has never- 
theless indicated a mounting of resentment and dis- 
satisfactions which have directed the attention of 
these mobs to the same objects in each part of the 
city. 


“The whole thing is a shocking surprise, for us 
who associate daily with many of these folk, as it 
must be also for the authorities. The fact that 
Protestant personnel and properties have not been 
molested or threatened is a cause of great thanks- 
giving and relief, though we were just as alarmed 
about how to behave for our safety as were any 
others of white skin . . . The fact that the whole 
Bobb family (Rev. and Mrs. Donald F. Bobb) has 
remained in their quarters within the native com- 
mune of Matete throughout this whole affair, at 
the advice of the natives, while all other mission- 
aries and authorities have had to flee and have lost 
all their possessions, just accentuates the ‘“‘discrimi- 
nation’ thus far made in our behalf. 


“We are very thankful and seeking Divine gui- 


dance for conducting ourselves and our movements 
in the most discreet manner possible.”’ 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary of the 
Board of World Missions, in announcing the safety 
of the Leopoldville missionaries expressed for the 
Board deep gratitude that no harm had come to 
the missionaries, and said: “I am sure that all of 
the Church will continue to join with us in prayers 
for the safety and well-being of our missionaries.”’ 


TENNESSEE 


Knoxville—(PN)—Some Presbyterians had only 
their zeal to keep them warm at a recent Sunday 
morning church school the furnace blew a gasket— 
automatic water feeder—at the Cedar Springs 
Presbyterian Church on Kingston Pike. 


_ The adult congregation held Communion services 
in the frigid sanctuary anyway, but met the next 
Sunday in the Blue Grass Elementary School audi- 
torlum. Workmen repaired the church furnace in 
time for the next Sunday morning’s services, and 
now the pastor, the Rev. R. H. Jordan would have 
it known that visitors will not again be met with 
a chilly reception at this church. 


TEXAS 


Houston—-(PN)—The Rev. Gary Demarest, a 
member of Suwannee Presbytery and the associate 
executive secretary of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, was one of the featured speakers at a 
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rally of the FCA held recently in Houston, at Me- 
Farlin Auditorium. 


Joining Mr. Demarest on the speakers’ platform 
were football stars of Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity, Don Meredith; Alvin Dark, Chicago Cubs in- 
fielder and outstanding Baptist layman; Dave _ 
(Boo) Ferriss, former pitching star and now coach 
of the Boston Red Sox. Each speaker in his own 
way told the 900 young people in the audience 
that it isn’t “sissy” to be a Christian, and that 
Christianity can help guide and ease the pressure 
that comes with being in the “big leagues” of any 
athletic endeavor. 


The rally was followed by an athletic event in 
Owenby Stadium, where the young people saw the 
athletes in their natural habitat: throwing foot- 
balls for accuracy and distance, punting, pitching 
golf shots, and throwing baseballs for accuracy. 


The following Sunday athletic teams visited 
prisons, orphanages, and juvenile homes where 
they spoke during the morning hours, and more 
than 40 churches had the athletes for evening | 
speakers. Later the same evening the athletes 
spoke at area college dormitories. Monday the 
teams visited Dallas County High Schools. 


Commerce—Officers of the First Church or- 
dained and installed in January include Rufus S. 
Turner and Walter Tom White, ruling elders, and 
Norman L. Camp, Lynn E. Fuller, Neill H. Hum- 
feld and Wayne E. Stoner, deacons. Recent gift 
to the church from one of its families was 102 
copies of “The Hymnbook,”’ dedicated at a morning 
worship before Christmas. Six members of the 
Christmas communicants’ class made profession of 
faith and were received into membership of the 


‘church the second Sunday in January. The sev- 
entieth anniversary of the organization of the 


church was recently commemorated in special 
morning worship services. 


Greenbrier Presbytery 


Two new ministers were received as members of 
Greenbrier Presbytery at its Winter meeting in 
the Clifton Presbyterian Church at Maxwelton on 
Tuesday, January 20. 


Dr. Lawrence A. Davis, Executive Director of 
Bluestone Conference Center near Hinton, was 
received from Kanawha Presbytery. Prior to as- 
suming his present position, Dr. Davis served as 
assistant pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Huntington. 


Received from Beaver Valley Presbytery, 
United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., was 
Rev. John G. Finley. Mr. Finley recently accepted 


calls from the Parsons and Hambleton Churches 


and plans were made for his installation as pastor 
there. Mr. Finley is a graduate of University of 
Texas and Westminster Theological Seminary and 
is pursuing graduate studies at Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Seminary. 


The Presbytery elected Mr. A. G. Timberlake, 
Ruling Elder in the First Presbyterian Church of 
esr as moderator for this meeting of Pres- 
ytery. 


Announcement was made that Rev. Ernest Pet- 
tus, missionary to Korea, will be visiting in 
churches of the Presbytery from Feb. 5 until Feb. 


12 as a part of the annual World Mission Season. 


Dismissed from membership in Greenbrier Pres- 
bytery were Rev. Richard V. Powell and Rev. W. 
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